
Respite Services Scrutiny Review
This review will assess users’ experiences of alternative respite provision 
following the decision to close Girtrell Court. Members of the task & finish 
group are Councillors Moira McLaughlin (chair), Angela Davies, Treena 
Johnson, Bruce Berry, David Burgess-Joyce and Alan Brighouse. A scoping 
meeting had been held and agreed the review should incorporate a series of 
site visits, focus groups and a questionnaire for carers and service users plus 
meetings with key officers. It was planned to report the findings of the review 
to the meeting of the People Overview and Scrutiny Committee scheduled for 
September 2017. 

The Chair thanked Officers, Partner Organisations, Co-Opted Members and 
Elected Members for all their work and support over what had been an 
extremely busy year for the Committee. 

Resolved – That the People Overview and Scrutiny Committee work 
programme and plans for its delivery, be noted.
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Appendix 8 (Exempt)

This appendix contains personal information and therefore is an exempt by virtue of 
paragraph(s) 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

1.0 Request for Early Retirement 

1.1 The Executive Director of Strategy has requested early retirement with 
employer consent. The Council has a duty to consider this request.   

2.0 Proposal

2.1  Having regards for all the circumstances including the best interests of the 
Council it is proposed to agree to this request for early retirement.  

2.2 This request provides an opportunity for the Council to make some changes to 
managerial arrangements in the strategic hub and also achieve a reduction in 
salary costs. There is an opportunity to refocus the lead strategy role in the 
Council and its work with partners. 

2.3 As set out in the body of the report, it is proposed that the Director for Care and 
Health will move out of the hub and report directly to the Chief Executive. The 
Director for Children already reports directly to the Chief Executive on an 
interim basis and this arrangement will continue.  

2.4 It is proposed that the Executive Director role will therefore be re-designated as 
Director of Strategy and Partnerships at a lower level. 

2.5 This variation may ordinarily present some risks to the Council in employment 
terms. The early retirement request is timely and has provided an opportunity to 
refocus this role. There are no severance costs associated with the request for 
early retirement. There would be a significant difference in costs to the Council 
arising from release of pension when that is part of a redundancy situation. 

2.6 The Council has undertaken some benchmarking of similar roles at Director 
level. Advice from the Executive Recruitment Consultancy, Penna has advised 
that a competitive market rate for this role would be circa £110,000. Therefore it 
is proposed the salary range for this post is Director 1 (£103,606-£115,117).  
This is at a lower level than the current post.

2.7 An external recruitment process, (assuming a standard notice period of a 
successful candidate at this level) may take around 6 months which is a further 
cost saving. However, there would need to be some management 
arrangements in place in the hub and therefore it is proposed that there would 
be an opportunity for a 6 month internal acting up at Director 1 level.

2.8 The strategy role will require a strong relationship leader and this role may be 
attractive to candidates looking for a future senior leadership role in the sector.

2.9  It is therefore proposed to advertise this post at this level.


