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Press Accreditation Guidelines for ‘The Count’
Local Election, May 3, 2018
These Accreditation Guidelines are applicable to “The Count” at the Local Government Elections, on Thursday, May 3, 2018, at Wirral Tennis Centre, Bidston.
All thereafter to be referred to as “The Count”

Applicants for media accreditation for The Count are invited to carefully read these guidelines before submitting their application. All accredited parties and their journalists, photographers and editors are required to adhere to these guidelines.

Thursday, May 3
· The Count begins at 10pm. 
· Results will be declared on a ward-by-ward basis after figures have been verified. 

· Admission to The Count will be extended to journalists who are representing bona fide media organisations only.
Admission to The Count
You are reminded that by law, the following people only are entitled to attend The Count:

· Candidates and one guest

· Election agents

· Counting agents

· Electoral Commission representatives

· Accredited observers

· Any other person permitted to attend at the discretion of the Returning Officer.  

Accreditation Principles
Applicants for media accreditation should read these guidelines before submitting their application. All accredited parties and their journalists, photographers and editors are required to adhere to these guidelines.

No one will be able to enter The Count before being first accredited by Wirral Council. 

On attending the Count, you will be required to produce your Wirral Council Count Accreditation and must ensure it remains visible at all times.

Media attending the Count Centre must respect the confidentiality of the ballot. 

All attendees at the count must follow the directions of the Returning Officer or Election Staff at all times. 

Terms and conditions
· The decision of the Returning Officer as to who receives accreditation to attend the Count is final.

· Journalists will only be allowed access into the Count if they have a Wirral Council Count Accreditation, (which must remain visible at all times).
· The media must not distract or approach counting officers under any circumstances.
· Journalists must not obstruct Count staff or record or photograph sensitive information (such as close-ups of ballot papers)

· Cameras are not permitted in the counting area while the Count is taking place.
· Photography or filming of ballots is not permitted under any circumstances
However;
· We may be able to accommodate some requests for supervised photography of the Count. In this case, requests must be directed to the on duty Press Officer. They will accompany camera crews to a specified location within the Count area where they will permitted to take wide-angle shots only.
· Council officers cannot arrange interviews with election candidates (Code of Recommended Practice on Local Authority Publicity).
· Journalists shall comply with any verbal instructions given by the on duty Press Officer and/or the Acting Returning Officer/Returning Officer (or any appointed deputies).
· Accredited members of the media may send tweets or electronic text messages provided they observe the following rules:

· Any tweeting or messaging must be done discreetly

· Nothing should be done which jeopardises the confidentiality of the ballot

· The dignity of Election proceedings must not be compromised

· The Council reserves the right to amend and/or vary these terms and conditions without notice where the Returning Officer/Acting Returning Officer (or appointed deputies) decides.
Accreditation Procedure
Please complete the following form and return to: Sally Clark, Communications and Engagement Manager, Wirral Council, Town Hall, Brighton Street, Wallasey, Wirral, CH44 8ED. Email: sallyclark@wirral.gov.uk.

Agreement to terms and conditions

Please supply the following: 

Name (s) and job title (s) of the representative (s) who will be covering the Count:

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________

Any special requirements: _________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Information on your publication or broadcast organisation (circulation, readership, frequency):

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Please include a photocopy of the official national press card (s) of representatives who will be covering the Count with this application and sign the declaration overleaf. Please also provide verification from the media organisation you work for
I agree to the terms and conditions set out above

Name:[image: image1.jpg]
Organisation:
Date: 


Signed:
Signature of verification from employer (news organisation): 

.....................................................................................................................................................
Please provide a name, address, and contact details (including email) below so that we can contact you about your accreditation. Please note that due to capacity, we may not be able to approve all requests; preference will be given to broadcast (radio and television) and print media. 

